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Please feel free to share this with your colleagues. 

 

Everyone Belongs in Mathematics 
Kevin Dykema, NCTM President 

Summary: As educators, it's crucial to address the pervasive negative attitudes towards math that both 
students and adults often express, as described through experiences like uncomfortable taxi rides. Building 
positive mathematics identities involves diverse representation in stories of mathematicians, debunking myths, 
and emphasizing real-world applications. By focusing on understanding mathematical concepts over rote 
memorization and actively engaging students in the learning process, educators can foster a sense of belonging 
and appreciation for mathematics. It's not enough to merely tell students they belong in math; actions must 
support this message to challenge societal norms and better meet the needs of all learners. 

For the full commentary visit: Everyone Belongs in Mathematics - National Council of Teachers of Mathematics 
(nctm.org) https://www.nctm.org/News-and-Calendar/Messages-from-the-President/Archive/Kevin-Dykema/Everyone-
Belongs-in-Mathematics/?fbclid=IwAR0pw1WBc9qBahd0SpzLbK8vbYV85DbdNpcqeWX2-YjmiEz3UakUqbZu2Xg   

 

Nell McAnelly, LATM Lifetime Service Award Recipient  
and former LATM Executive Council Member 

speaks with two students about the impact of Eureka Math throughout their K-12 education. To 
read more of this enlightening encounter visit: 

Student Voices: How Eureka Math® Has Shaped Two Students’ Math Education 

 
 

 

https://www.nctm.org/News-and-Calendar/Messages-from-the-President/Archive/Kevin-Dykema/Everyone-Belongs-in-Mathematics/?fbclid=IwAR0pw1WBc9qBahd0SpzLbK8vbYV85DbdNpcqeWX2-YjmiEz3UakUqbZu2Xg
https://www.nctm.org/News-and-Calendar/Messages-from-the-President/Archive/Kevin-Dykema/Everyone-Belongs-in-Mathematics/?fbclid=IwAR0pw1WBc9qBahd0SpzLbK8vbYV85DbdNpcqeWX2-YjmiEz3UakUqbZu2Xg
https://www.nctm.org/News-and-Calendar/Messages-from-the-President/Archive/Kevin-Dykema/Everyone-Belongs-in-Mathematics/?fbclid=IwAR0pw1WBc9qBahd0SpzLbK8vbYV85DbdNpcqeWX2-YjmiEz3UakUqbZu2Xg
https://www.nctm.org/News-and-Calendar/Messages-from-the-President/Archive/Kevin-Dykema/Everyone-Belongs-in-Mathematics/?fbclid=IwAR0pw1WBc9qBahd0SpzLbK8vbYV85DbdNpcqeWX2-YjmiEz3UakUqbZu2Xg
https://greatminds.org/math/blog/eureka/student-voices-how-eureka-math-has-shaped-two-students-math-education


 

TEACHER TALK 2024 
Teacher Talk Upcoming workshops - See Registration links below! These workshops are FREE. 

February 29, 2024 Workshops 

• The Importance of Hands-On Learning: Building Number Sense for our Youngest Learners 
with Dr. Cindy Washington 

• Using Good Questions that Foster Algebraic Thinking with Danielle Dargan 
• Test-Savvy Strategies Sesssion 1: Three game-like strategies to address multiple-choices 

problems on standardized exams with Christine King 
Register Here: Feb 29, 2024 Teacher Talk Registration Link 
 

March 21, 2024 Workshop 

• Math Workstations for Reinforcement and Review with Dr. Cindy Washington 
• Differentiated Instruction - Why and How? with Danielle Dargan 
• Test-Savvy Strategies Session 1: Three strategies to address constructed response 

problems on standardized exams. Plus bonus resources on computer based testing with 
Christine King 
Register Here: March 21, 2024 Teacher Talk Registration Link 

May 16, 2024 Workshops 

• Why the Three Reads is such a good problem solving strategy for ALL students with Dr. 
Martin Wilson 

• Tug of War - Who will Win? with Danielle Dargan 
• Understanding CRA:  The Importance of Math Talks with Dr. Bonita Manning-White 

Register Here: May 16, 2024 Teacher Talk Registration Link 
 
 

 
Registration for Girls in STEM at Tulane is OPEN! 

  

If you are interested in registering a student for GiST  CLICK HERE! 
  

The cost is $10. Students will be provided with a t-shirt and snacks when they arrive. Lunch will also 
be served. There are NO REFUNDS. Participants with complete applications including 
payment and forms will be accepted on a first come/first served basis. 

  
Are you interested in being a group of students to GiST? Please contact 

us: k12stem@tulane.edu. 
  
  

https://ckinged.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUlcOivqTIoG9NcmtUKyqK1woavTjdUrzdb
https://ckinged.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0sc-GvrjsiG9LdqBKL5Bmki3f8xe7jk0dV
https://ckinged.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEqd-qrqT4oGNVu0d--pvMUiThpidMt6d21
https://applyprecollege.tulane.edu/register/GiST_Spring_2024
mailto:k12stem@tulane.edu


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 
TEACHERS CAN ALSO PARTICIPATE AT GiST! 

   

Thanks to the generosity of Shell and The Joe W. and Dorothy Dorsett Brown Foundation, we are 
pleased to be able to offer teachers the chance to participate in 3 unique workshops at each event 
that aligns with the Louisiana Science Standards for FREE!  Participating teachers will get to 
experience the workshop hands-on and discuss how to implement the activities and aligned standards 
in their classrooms. Teachers will also receive a $100 stipend, aligned curricula ideas, AND 
supplies to bring the activities back to their school! Preference is given to teachers from majority free 
or reduced lunch schools. If you are interested in participating in GiST, BATS, or teacher professional 
development, please visit our website for more information!  

Register Here for March 9th! 
(Can register for both March 9th and April 13th here) 

 Register Here for April 13th! 
 If you have questions, please email k12stem@tulane.edu. 

 Additional information about our programs can be found on our 
website: http://k12stem.tulane.edu. 

 

     

https://sse.tulane.edu/teacher-gistbats-pd
https://applyprecollege.tulane.edu/register/gist_bats_spring2024
https://applyprecollege.tulane.edu/register/BATS_PD_Spring2024
mailto:k12stem@tulane.edu
http://k12stem.tulane.edu/
https://applyprecollege.tulane.edu/register/GiST_Spring_2024


 

Register today! 
Wednesday, February 28th, 1-2 PM EST 

 
Engaging students in educational experiences that align with workforce needs has a long history in the 
United States dating back well over a century. Today, Career and Technical Education (CTE) 
constitutes the primary system that enables learners to connect with career opportunities and industry 
partners. 
  
CTE programs can support nearly every sector of the labor force. In celebration of CTE Month - 
February - STEMconnector will host a virtual discussion with Advance CTE and Val Verde Unified 
School District on how CTE is supporting their workforce development initiatives and how CTE is 
driving STEM education outcomes.  
  
The event will include Q&A, allowing participants to engage with the speakers.  

 
REGISTER 

  
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR: 
LSUS Virtual STEM Conference 

 

 
 

Plan to attend a virtual STEM conference sponsored by Louisiana State University Shreveport (LSUS). 
The conference will take place on June 14, 2024, and promises to be an insightful and engaging event 
for all participants. (LSUS will host this free virtual STEM conference 100% online through Google 
Meet.) 
 
Participants will include teachers, school administrators, and school system officials from across the 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DAacJbUI3cQx7Dem4QFLaeNaA1ciJMAvDhuklHbnoB_8Bs0laGv0Smb3DYeIh8T2tbzGzMOrCWH_qSPI5l6jauguSr0u4wE1Y7rFCXdv0nzhGWS758R_oobHnA4QOJaa7dkxXnphyb0XZbY2zntFvIF2MZpdHqYT9fOId2wgUpeAYY4KtH8LFaz7drYz8fdQm4qPdIi8o4Um3Lqv8MsPzl5ppzKa8nlm192Z-Uj5FAEcyGYKfCbzCaVuT_fCPW6XGEjo2p3jSoq6LbzH_fZKlZ0lofBLv3MTRFjM6bD9ayIjbhQxLa0UglvqoCeM7lCF-w8DSmAGmgp52nrJyfir0MN2FfCzYtw86e_cjxm98lkDopqzIJoC99DoVwwdOvv81k5COlSYiodhjWkFTHSke8GKe5v9yXag9dFXVH4gnzAX6E0tvudW3YAViAkR5rxW6v-VGTPl266tzl1ZgrZYgCmYkAbeu_uNfc9v03QoHaziNtgJao97VYGCDMWDFI4iyS5jX0dVHSbpw_-mzUXT2VfV_JNxScpJzlZpMwlh000ObVLxMrERbmcdl3XAnMKV&c=BRadtM1yzwNhSkef7jqNsePghedIdMPn5O2wdgCEe0nwlW3egeLJrQ==&ch=HWv-H4A0kaL85vZd3oh2WAV7Bjw3t5ecMfFp4IOKlUt4Qd1bOIdb2A==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DAacJbUI3cQx7Dem4QFLaeNaA1ciJMAvDhuklHbnoB_8Bs0laGv0Smb3DYeIh8T2K-DM6Z4UaivqHQICUHqA_ahEZDoV0yyGQ4xjX6SoU9IAxZUDIwLMqXYdqz-YxiEeBtAyX92IG_Gch-YvZMTVz4EyWdWBZ4K1sX_NjNGOM_GzrzT9LMFXWT7yU4H7JfTNTxiH1qRfDE2FqAs3GkFiy26ZNBbM_ON7Olu_h06aUTSi_bxcpwD9Mm7TyttoNW0crNgtHLMHcvpDSXY0sbxRuqtYU7PXr_OyeprwLQNHTNtZgzjmg1culo4u8_XBzfO92HJt3mZggG_ZAZV7zdOIUcIj1rIQOTyQ_MpzqdR6UR-KeQLin5txF9mdXXS8CRFXlbUYnyfktN4OmjdvnNjf1CUqTebE3B3MSWbVApa1k1g5B-xyHL3Zs2uYxVfcMJ-Gu8SliOeyjAjHQ_K5tsaqUBObStz4OYIYiczne8mxRJol3KnBUO4nYddxx9gJ3AbBLI8Vtiprna3VTVwVKYKPOSDwMJuLewQSAOYvXMfL6hSxMFCkd07F8JoFXdQppZIE&c=BRadtM1yzwNhSkef7jqNsePghedIdMPn5O2wdgCEe0nwlW3egeLJrQ==&ch=HWv-H4A0kaL85vZd3oh2WAV7Bjw3t5ecMfFp4IOKlUt4Qd1bOIdb2A==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DAacJbUI3cQx7Dem4QFLaeNaA1ciJMAvDhuklHbnoB_8Bs0laGv0Smb3DYeIh8T2K-DM6Z4UaivqHQICUHqA_ahEZDoV0yyGQ4xjX6SoU9IAxZUDIwLMqXYdqz-YxiEeBtAyX92IG_Gch-YvZMTVz4EyWdWBZ4K1sX_NjNGOM_GzrzT9LMFXWT7yU4H7JfTNTxiH1qRfDE2FqAs3GkFiy26ZNBbM_ON7Olu_h06aUTSi_bxcpwD9Mm7TyttoNW0crNgtHLMHcvpDSXY0sbxRuqtYU7PXr_OyeprwLQNHTNtZgzjmg1culo4u8_XBzfO92HJt3mZggG_ZAZV7zdOIUcIj1rIQOTyQ_MpzqdR6UR-KeQLin5txF9mdXXS8CRFXlbUYnyfktN4OmjdvnNjf1CUqTebE3B3MSWbVApa1k1g5B-xyHL3Zs2uYxVfcMJ-Gu8SliOeyjAjHQ_K5tsaqUBObStz4OYIYiczne8mxRJol3KnBUO4nYddxx9gJ3AbBLI8Vtiprna3VTVwVKYKPOSDwMJuLewQSAOYvXMfL6hSxMFCkd07F8JoFXdQppZIE&c=BRadtM1yzwNhSkef7jqNsePghedIdMPn5O2wdgCEe0nwlW3egeLJrQ==&ch=HWv-H4A0kaL85vZd3oh2WAV7Bjw3t5ecMfFp4IOKlUt4Qd1bOIdb2A==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DAacJbUI3cQx7Dem4QFLaeNaA1ciJMAvDhuklHbnoB_8Bs0laGv0Smb3DYeIh8T2o0rmsJxuyvSGIGvNljE0N-baJ0aLYX4oSvOgVRshe18RYrd2f4lLKN3rZ7BjVl__jARFUZT01e-zjcgLp_kYt4X5BPT3ah38R5Zlsg7Sh8GfQ2BuVMfc8Be3yVAkJoIu-ath5vnZCPj4xog3CSUkkYtrabyHMXFpJbdgxaQvNe3Oam2g8EJen5dSthlDwOHkYDD7Bzz8D32pBahlPJlJ_l4zbR0FdVtLX6JxZU-0pujCHJSWKd31cwPYvViKCzTBRLvdTL9ywgtGtbDvFBkXIiNQgx2wnsD73vJylxErL2xpTFR9w8khzxVt7djoo30Nx8cZHAKWez9swPwa5nxGij84F1WJLdrwSo9Lq_hCiVslnQglP6VtYARXlfeLBgJp9Se6R6qDE36RnWsN7EK73tQXZLc6KeBMQpM-Xe-fsTotjdIbKD5Hfe5akCPweJ73mkn0ia7lE-CB_FV_qxMraBqOU_PUAv70O6HVJRb_5eOqAv7Dl42pzbowZ4mmoKR-lZKuOQLTIGWuv3yIJUGo0-IEpvPno2ld0jDvK2KlmfypmOfZLSoYOQvDiSYJuTg9UZStxK6tMp7ecJTEvNO1_uV9VDHORA6D&c=BRadtM1yzwNhSkef7jqNsePghedIdMPn5O2wdgCEe0nwlW3egeLJrQ==&ch=HWv-H4A0kaL85vZd3oh2WAV7Bjw3t5ecMfFp4IOKlUt4Qd1bOIdb2A==


United States. There will be virtual 45-minute breakout sessions beginning at 8:15 AM and going 
throughout the day until 4:30 PM.) Throughout the conference, attendees will have the opportunity to 
participate in interactive breakout sessions covering a wide range of STEM topics. Additionally, there 
will be ample opportunities to connect with fellow attendees, speakers, and sponsors virtually. 
 
Contact Jacob Hesselschwardt; Ed.S. (JHessels@LSUS.edu) if you plan to attend or need additional 
information.  
 
 

STUDENT OPPORTUNITIES 
  

 

DEADLINE EXTENDED due to Mardi Gras for 
2024 Future Law Enforcement Youth Academy 

(FLEYA) 
 

DEADLINE to submit applications is Sunday February 25th! 
The applications for the 2024 FLEYA program are now open!   

Please feel free to SHARE this information with your friends, family, coworkers, and neighbors. 

FBI New Orleans, The Tulane University Police Department, and the Louisiana Chapter of the FBI National Academy 
are proud to announce the introduction of the 2023 Future Law Enforcement Youth Academy (FLEYA) to Louisiana. 
Two of the nation’s most notable and iconic institutions will conduct law enforcement and legal training for selected 
youth from the State of Louisiana. 

The FLEYA training program will be a FREE weeklong overnight camp exposing students (15 to 17 years of age) to 
federal, state and local law enforcement practices. This joint effort promotes law enforcement career paths by giving 
the selected youths an inside look at the various practices and techniques as taught by subject matter experts and 
agency instructors. Tulane’s Uptown campus will serve as the home base for an academic environment with the 
premier atmosphere to encourage students to pursue higher education and careers in law enforcement.  

Link to information and application can be found on the FBI New Orleans website under COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
TAB:   

https://www.fbi.gov/contact-us/field-offices/neworleans/community-outreach 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DAacJbUI3cQx7Dem4QFLaeNaA1ciJMAvDhuklHbnoB_8Bs0laGv0Smb3DYeIh8T2sGqQSc9yCCGDX75K7NApr8-D_bsLIcW2QibM9z-LOwbDTGBffT9_XNjbmLNYUNpMn53ZyXbOQjMPNyohUCQYAzMwZyfxj323kBZFXGJaUzh9zD1U0nF7fZujn91CDtdvTQQDitL0pNgAdZIoeTJG1z5wESLIsePH&c=BRadtM1yzwNhSkef7jqNsePghedIdMPn5O2wdgCEe0nwlW3egeLJrQ==&ch=HWv-H4A0kaL85vZd3oh2WAV7Bjw3t5ecMfFp4IOKlUt4Qd1bOIdb2A==


 

FREE Virtual Exchange STEM Program 
  

The Experiment Digital Leadership in STEM prepares participants to be more civically engaged and 
lead change. This fully funded six-week summer virtual experience teaches high school students 
to formulate and implement STEM projects in their local communities. 
 
The Experiment Digital is designed to connect hundreds of young people across the United States, 
Middle East, and North Africa (MENA) region. 
 
Our application to the 2024 Experiment Digital program is now OPEN! To learn more about our 
program, click here. Spaces are starting to fill, so be sure to share the application with your students. 
Students and parents/guardians can apply by clicking here! 
 
Priority admissions deadline: February 23, 2024. Final admissions deadline: May 13, 2024 
 
Read and share program flyer here. If you have any questions, feel free to reach out 
at: digital@experiment.org. 

  
Visit Website 

 

 

LATM Membership Is Now FREE!  

If You Are Not A Member, JOIN!! 
 

Share with your colleagues! Louisiana Association of Teachers of Mathematics membership is now 
complimentary for math educators and future math educators. Visit our membership page to join. Current 

members do not need to re-apply. 
 

   
  

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001aeBEiAsPUY1PhO5bLhqq8u70zCQwHI26B-NWnOhU31zhipcnoj_SgX5yohgau9vBs-UbYdPGVv2bEH_jTRP_C4NpU4VJv4YTBhyG4Hi7eqonXVQeuHgipktJBbvjC-dQzAgy2MEpO29aZjITF3BdeoXYf-g1ojBg6-6LiG5fCtCZCI0nj7CAu0SxVWvJ6NFyD54LgtpxjSF7O6F0lHof_oqHR1NlQM_l&c=zjlJYz8n9gpODnBViWsU8cRmnxVbOWg3i2FE7MAidIFifs8qipFLCg==&ch=4D6F6YWHDuTZyiN-ZrWuSiKjt9A5nK684cUqDdg24IJR8zkY21GNuw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001aeBEiAsPUY1PhO5bLhqq8u70zCQwHI26B-NWnOhU31zhipcnoj_SgX5yohgau9vBiUDRoVnXhlYxkBt_mvY0uLO-bMIEb56cJZUFgmRH7VDJb0XzzYrZb3x4_Aj7DEftOzFWVMRTY24xAwVkCW-xGP79SqeKxhcSaRbYP9auAqUL9jAEKJG9Tdr7xhviqYEbuU5On7OeAk0=&c=zjlJYz8n9gpODnBViWsU8cRmnxVbOWg3i2FE7MAidIFifs8qipFLCg==&ch=4D6F6YWHDuTZyiN-ZrWuSiKjt9A5nK684cUqDdg24IJR8zkY21GNuw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001aeBEiAsPUY1PhO5bLhqq8u70zCQwHI26B-NWnOhU31zhipcnoj_SgX5yohgau9vBzezm9VIBXg8v-ntMTKHc6w-HQ_W0yz1h5dyW7CNJqzYeh5ZKNFqhfOSsaBqorZhgrWdgbBVKrigwQORTolq2Aq3wPJ-Bd8S4PUrxoChA0ogLbFvICiCxgy-Vg6EGWfVwbzJuHlzDKwI6O2YIpFnx7_BYp1cGJgUoOdZpNW-AFZ82RVZtQMJSmXP8MOEnus5A&c=zjlJYz8n9gpODnBViWsU8cRmnxVbOWg3i2FE7MAidIFifs8qipFLCg==&ch=4D6F6YWHDuTZyiN-ZrWuSiKjt9A5nK684cUqDdg24IJR8zkY21GNuw==
mailto:digital@experiment.org
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001aeBEiAsPUY1PhO5bLhqq8u70zCQwHI26B-NWnOhU31zhipcnoj_SgX5yohgau9vBs-UbYdPGVv2bEH_jTRP_C4NpU4VJv4YTBhyG4Hi7eqonXVQeuHgipktJBbvjC-dQzAgy2MEpO29aZjITF3BdeoXYf-g1ojBg6-6LiG5fCtCZCI0nj7CAu0SxVWvJ6NFyD54LgtpxjSF7O6F0lHof_oqHR1NlQM_l&c=zjlJYz8n9gpODnBViWsU8cRmnxVbOWg3i2FE7MAidIFifs8qipFLCg==&ch=4D6F6YWHDuTZyiN-ZrWuSiKjt9A5nK684cUqDdg24IJR8zkY21GNuw==
https://lamath.org/Membership.htm


 

 

LATM Executive Council 
 

Sommer Anderson-Picou 
President 

Jefferson Parish Schools 
sapicou@yahoo.com 

 

Mandy Boudwin  
President-Elect  

Zearn 
mandy.boudwin@gmail.com  

 

Devan Bailey-McQuain 
Vice President - Elementary  

Lafayette Parish Schools 
dlbaileymcquain@lpssonline.com 

 

Christen Timmins 
Vice President - Secondary  

 
 nsgre6713@hotmail.com    

 

Leann Vinson 
Secretary 

St. Tammany Parish Public Schools 
 leann.vinson@stpsb.org 

 

Trisha Fos 
Treasurer  

LSU Lab School 
tfos1@lsu.edu 

 

Jessica Hunter  
Parliamentarian 

Open Up Resources 
jmh442@gmail.com 

 

Beth Smith 
Membership Chairman 

Neville High School 
bethsmith1124@gmail.com 

 

Jean May-Brett 
Presidential Awards Coordinator 

 Retired  
jam05@bellsouth.net 

 

Jamie Hebert 
LDE Representative 

 Louisiana Department of Education  
jamie.hebert2@la.gov 

 

Elizabeth Smith 
To the Point Newsletter Editor 

Neville High School 
bethsmith1124@gmail.com 

 

Vacant 
Communications Coordinator 

 

 

Lon Smith 
Web Site Editor  

 University of Louisiana at Monroe  
latmwebmaster@gmail.com 

 

Claudia Suazo 
Region 1 Representative  
Jefferson Parish Schools 

suazocb@yahoo.com 

 

Lori Fanning 
Region 2 Representative 

LSU Lab School 
lorifanning@lsu.edu 

 

Nicole Naquin 
Region 3 Representative 
St. James Parish Schools 

nicnaq@gmail.com 
 

Lori Gerard  
Region 4 Representative 
Lafayette Parish Schools 
lagerard@lpssonline.com 

 

Katherine Gertz  
Region 5 Representative 

EK Key Elementary 
katherinegertz@yahoo.com 

 

Jamar Ferguson 
Region 6 Representative 
Rapides Parish Schools 
jamar.ferguson@rpsb.us 

 

Torri Palms-Moore 
Region 7 Representative 

Caddo Parish Schools 
tlpalms-moore@caddoschools.org 

 

Maggie Acree 
Region 8 Representative  
Ouachita Parish Schools 
maggieacree@gmail.com 

 

Christine Hypolite 
Representative At-Large 

University of Holy Cross in New Orleans  
chypolite@uhcno.edu 

 

Charles James 
  Representative At-Large   

Curriculum Associates 
cjam83@gmail.com 
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